the Association, and announced that the balance in the hands of their excellent Treasurer amounted to upwards of Ks. 450 (four hundred and fifty rupees.) By a re-arrangement and re-organization of the office establishment, a reduction of expenditure would be effected during the ensuing session, and as an accession of new members was to be anticipated, the financial prosperity of the Society might be safely guaranteed.
He recommended the members to bear in recollection the fact that " the objects of the Association are the promotion of Medical science and the maintanance of the honor and interests of the Medical Profession." Much had been done to promote Medical science. Upwards of eleven hundred morbid specimens had been added to the Pathological Museum of the Medical College during the past four years. Histories of these had been preserved ; and whenever deemed necessary, records of the microscopical appearances of the more interesting specimens had been made. So that when these are arranged in the new edition of the catalogue under contemplation, in conjunction with the older specimens described in the existing catalogue, the richness of the Medical College Museum in Pathological lore will not be exceeded by the largest and best ordered Pathological Museums in Europe or America.
We have still to do something for the honor and interests of the profession in endeavouring to obtain an Indian
Medical Act. But we must wait awhile, until the English Medical Act has been amended and perfected, so that we may be guided as to the course we should eventually adopt. The best method of ascertaining the symptoms indnced by the presence of the poison, is to mark its action in its most intense form, before the other symptoms appear which follow tlie retention of those effete portions of the blood which, for the preservation of health, require constantly to be eliminated by the secreting organs. This intense form of the disease has been noticed by many writers since 1817, but it is rarely seen in hospitals; in fact, it, can only be observed by those -who are searching for it among the people, as it proves fatal in from two to four hours. The patient falls down as if struck by a sudden shock, livid, cold, covered with clammy perspiration, with a broken voice and sinking pulse. The respiration becomes slow and intermitting, the only complaint is of uneasiness, burning, and sinking in the epigastrium ; the intellect i9 clear ; there is generally an evacuation of the ordinary contents of the bowels, and sometimes one or two of the peculiar congee-like discharges; but this censes, the pulse disappears, intelligence cannot be roused, and life is at an end.
In the more ordinary form of the disease the patient is purged, generally in the early morning; tho evacuations are at first natural, copious, and liquid, with a little tormina, and uneasy feeling in the epigastrium, approaching to heart-burn; the body is cool, the pulse quiet, and the intellect clear ; but the countenance is dark, the eyes congested, the nails look blue, and there are occasionally flying cramps. This is soon form of the disease, is evident from the fact that food eaten one or two days before, is frequently vomited, or found undigested in the stomach after death. There is another fact in the history of the disease, which would be elucidated by this explanation ; the most frequent hour of attack is in the early morning, about 3 or 4 a. m., when the process of digestion being long completed, the secretion of the gastric juice is, for a time, suspended. It is easy to imagine that if a small number of germs could diminish the secretion, which in its turn restrained their growth, and if the natural multiplication of these germs were allowed for a short period, they would be present in such numbers as completely to prevent the future secretion of the restraining power. [March'1, 1870.
It may reasonably be inferred that this animalcule or infusorium thrives best -where the cholera germ is present, and that whatever acts on it, will act in a similar manner on the cholera germ.
A series of most interesting experiments has been begun to investigate this point. All ordinary antiseptics have been used, and also all the remedies recommended in cholera. Their action was uniform, and the result curious, and likely to lead to valuable consequences. In the first instance, the remedies were applied to the animalcule in its lively state, and the effect watched under the microscope. In some cases it was sudden death, in others the motion slowly but certainly ceased ; in others they turned round about for some time, and then ??eased to move ; whilst with other supposed valuable remedies they continued lively and unaffected. In estimating the value of these experinents, it must be borne in mind that they were conducted in glass tubes; whereas in the human body, they hare to be conducted in the stomach and intestines. The effect of these agents was very curious, and "watched with great interest. The gastric juice was first used in the shape of pepsine, a neutral, or rather alkaline preparation. For some time it had apparently no effect, but gradually the motions diminished, though they had not entirely ceased, in half an hour. The most interesting experiment was the addition of a ?very small quantity of acid to the pepsine, which renders it mere like the natural gastric juice. The suspension of animation was instantaneous, more rapid than from any of the other agents that were employed ; the outer coat of the corpuscle was then dissolved. When There is a characteristic discharge from the skin of profuse clammy perspiration, which has a peculiar sickly smell; and this may be considered one of the channels by which the poison escapes, especially as the clothes of diseased victims are a marked means of disseminating the disease.
The evacuations from the bowels contain the germ in all stages of the disease?from diarrhoea to collapse ; in fact, the congee stools appear to be the last vital channel through which Nature endeavours to throw off the poison. Professor Pettenkofer imagines that the external life of the germ is dependent on the sub-soil water, combined with a peculiar porous soil, and that both these are essential to the development of a certain stage of its existence, which renders it again capable of exciting the disease. This is a comprehensive theory, as there is sub-soil water wherever there is soil or land ; but the disease may spread where this remains unaffected by the rainfall from 30 to 300 feet below the surface. This is of daily occurrence.
It is also difficult to connect this theory with the dissemination or communication of cholera on ship-board, hundreds, if not thousands, of miles from land.
When these lower vitalities were dried all motion ceased ; but after an interval of some weeks, on being moistened, the germs immediately renewed their activity. There are many intanees of the cholera poison adhering to pilgrims, or travellers, across a dry and sandy country, and then communicating itself to the people at their homes; and there are instances when the disease appears to be contracted on the line of road, which had been contaminated by preceding affected parties. In these cases the germs may have continued active, if the place or season was moist, or they may have been dry and dormant, till revived by water from the fresh arrivals. The epidemic disease has often broken out with intensity, after a fall of rain. The state of the temperature accelerated or retarded the growth of the animalcule under observation ; they developed with great difficulty in a low temperature, and here is a marked analogy beween them and the cholera germ. A certain degree of moisture also appears necessary for its development, and this is always present in the human body, and in it the germ may be carried, and developed, at all seasons, and is capable of communication from it, 111 the hot dry winds of India, as well as in the cold of a Russian winter. During the moist rainy season in India the disease spreads most readily. In Europe and America autumn appears best suited to its propagation.
There appears to be some influence independent of, and more powerful than moisture regulating the reproduction or diffusions of the disease. This is supposed by some 
